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Notwithstanding this, Gandhi refused to believe
that the depressed classes were angry with him. \ He
had a remarkable facility for ignoring the obvious.
" I deny that they are angry with me/' he said.
" They are bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh,
I would love to die so that they may live with perfect
dignity and self-respect."
With so much disunity among Indians, and the
onus having been thrown upon the Government of
making a communal award, it was necessary to
create a diversion to mask the rather pathetic failure
at St. James's, Consequently, within a few days of
Gandhi's return, Congress resolved to revive defiance of
the law, to boycott British goods, and to restart picket-
ing, Gandhi, on his part, sent a long ultimatum to the
Viceroy, Lord Willingdon, in which he offered to
suspend action if the Viceroy granted him an interview
and also gave him facilities to tour the provinces, " so
that he could personally study conditions."
Within a few hours, the only possible action had
been taken, Gandhi was arrested once more and
conveyed by car to the very comfortable quarters
which were more or less continually maintained for
his convenience in the Yeravda Gaol, near Poona.
Gandhi had been interned here before, and he had
quite an affection for the attendants kindly provided
by a beneficent Raj.
It was also necessary to arrest Mrs, Gandhi, and
Gandhi's son, Ramdas, but they were not accorded
the extraordinary courtesies extended to the Mahatma,
They had to be content with short terms of imprison*
ment